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An Account of fome BO OKS. 


I. De BRUTORU M Exercitat tones du.e , 

prior RH YS1 OLOGl CA, altera R J TH 0 L O G l CA , 
Auth. Thoma Willis <CM.D. R hi lo f.Natur.Rrof. Sidle). Ox on. 
nee non Med. Coll.Lond.cR Scc.Reg.&ccii. Ox on if, J. 1672, 
in 4 0 . 

W Hat the Learned Author of this difficult Argument had 
heretofore promifed, he now in this Eook with much 
care performed); which is the Rathology of the Br^tn,a.nd the Ner¬ 
vous /’//^ explicating the Difeafes that afiect it,and teaching their 
Cures; together with fome previous Phyliological Confiderations 
of the Soule of Brutes. 

Andbecaufe it may, by fome, bethought fomewhat paradox¬ 
ical, that he affigneth to that Sou!, whereby both Brutes and Men 
have life, fenfe, and local motion, not only extenlion, and as 
’twere Organical parts, but a ! fo peculiar Difeafes, and appropri¬ 
ate Cures; andbecaufe alfo hediftinguifhes thismeerly vital and 
Senfitive Soul from the Rational, to which he makes it fubordi- 
nate, and fo maketh man a Double-foul’d Animal ; he maketh it 
firft of all his bufinefs to clear thefe matters,and to free t hem from 
what may feem offenfive in them. 

In the doing of this he denieth not the Corporeity of the Brutal 
Soul, efteeming, that both by confiderable Arguments, and'by 
very ample,ancient and modem,Suffrages, the fame may be evinced; 
and befides, that its Bipartition is by a neceffary confequence 
deducible from the flammeous Life of the Blond , and the lucid or 
/Ethereal fubftance of the Animal Spirits ; both which he hath 
formerly afferted, and endeavoured to prove. For, if it be gran¬ 
ted him, that the Vital portion of this Soul, lodging in the Blond, 
be a kind of Fire, and the Senfitive part be nothing but an Ag¬ 
gregate of Animal Spirits, diffufed all over in the Brain and 
Nerves; he draws this confequence, That the Soul of a Brute, 
co-extended to the whole Body, hath not only many and diftind, 
but alfo fomewhat diflimilar, parts. And if it be objeded, that 
the Soul of a Brute is immaterial, becaufeit perceivetb, orifc 
aware that it feels. Matter feeming incapable of Perception; he 
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anfwers, That that would be very probable, if that Perception 
did exceed the bounds of things material, and were of a higher 
pitch, then what is generally aferibed to Natural In bin ft , or 
idiojyncrajis : Adding, that none is like to undertake to prove, 
thaifthe Omnipotent Maker, and Firfl: Mover, and Conftant Go- 
vernour of all things fhould not be able to impreis Rich powers 
upon Matter, as might be proper and fufficient to perform the 
fimftions of the Scnlitive life. 

And as to what he further afforts, That feme people are more, 
yea fooner and rather lick in their Soul, than in their Body *, 
(whereas Phyiitians do commonly in Schools refer the principal 
Seats of all DifeaRs to the folid parts, and the humors, and vital 
fpirits ;) in this he fpeaketh coufonantly to his Hypothecs : For, 
Race that that Soul hatha material Being ’co-extended to the Body, 
and peculiar parts, powers and affeCtions, he rationally conclu¬ 
ded], that it i$ fubjtft alfo to preternatural affections, and fre¬ 
quently needs the Phyiitians aid. 

Belides, he efteem's to have made it out in his Pathology , That 
the Corporeal Soul extends her DifeaRs not only to the Body, but 
alfo to the ^Mim or the Rational Soul,and often involves the fame 
in her defeats and percurfcations. 

Moreover, he thinks to have alfo proved from reafon and au¬ 
thority, That there are in Man two diftindt Souls,fubordinatdy; 
and efteems this opinion to be fo far from being Heretical or per¬ 
nicious, that on the contrary he hopes, it will prove altogether 
Orthodox, and conducive to a good life, and a powerful confu¬ 
tation of Atheifm. 

But to the end that the Author might the better inform his 
Reader of the Corporeal Nature, and the flansmcctu and lucid 
parts, and the affe&ions of the fame, he found it necefifary both to 
deferibe the vital Organs of divers Animals, by whole operation 
the Lamp of Life is maintained; and to veprefent alfo the Brains 
of thole they Call perfect Brutes, and of Man, difeovered by him 
as to their inmoft receffes, and their fecret and final left dudlms. 
By which manifold and comparative Anatomy, as the manifold 
and wonderful wifdom of t he Creatour is manifefted ; fo are by 
the fame difeovered, even in the fmalleft and moft defpicable Ani¬ 
mals, not onlv mouths and limbs, but alfo hearts, being as ’twere 
fo many altars and hearths to perpetuate this vital flame. Here 
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the Reader will meet with very skilful and accurate Difle&ions of 
the Silk-worm, Oyfter, Lebjler , Earth-worm-, as alfo of divers 
Brains; and firfi ,of that of a Sheep,in a manner excarnated,to make 
the Medullar ftreaks,and its inmolt fabrick to be feen:And fecondly, 
of a new one of an Humane Brain ; where, a Settion being made 
through the falx, the Corpus callofum and the Fornix, and their 
parts difplayed and orderly laid open, are exhibited the ftreaked 
bodies, as alfo the Optick and Orbicular prominencies,That 
fo by confronting thefe Brains, the vaft difference of the Soul of a 
Brute and that of a Man may the better be fhewn. 

Concerning the Pathology of this Author, he confefTeth, that 
in delivering the Theories of Difeafes he hath relinquish’d the 
Old way, and produced madly new Hypothecs ; which being 
founded andeftablifired, upon true Anatomical Obfervations, give, 
a better account of the jP h.momena of the fick, indicate more 
aptly the caufes of fymptoms, and fugged properer waies of 
curing them. But.as to Remedies and his Therapeutical Method, 
though therein he doth not with others fcrupuloufly infill: in the 
footfteps of the Ancients; yet he reje&s nothing that hath been 
fetled by f iber Authority, and by long Experience; adding there¬ 
unto many things invented by late Experience, and by Analogy. 
All which he hopes will prove ufeful both for improving Medical 
knowledge, and the happier curing the Difeafes of the Head; 
which he enumerates, and difeourfes upon, both as a Naturalift 
and a Phyfitian. 

II. Suite dcs houvclles Experiences fur la V IP ERE, avec 
une Differ tat ion fur fon VE N IN; Moyle Charas. 

Paris 1671, in 8°. 

T His is a Sequel of Experiments, made by the skill and in- 
duftry of the fame, that was the Author of the Traden¬ 
titled Nouvelles Experiences fur la Vipere, formerly deferibed in 
Numh. 54. and fince Englilh’d out of French, and printed by 
Mr. Martyn at the Bell in Pauls Church-yard. It is made by the 
Author in his own defence againft a Letter of Signor Redi, pub- 
liflit in Italian againd fome Experiments of the Author’s former 
Book, and deferibed in Numb. 5 7. In it M. Charas expreffetb, 
that he is fo far from changing his opinion upon his examining 

Tttt z Signor 
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Sigr.or Redi's Letter,, tEat lie is much more confirmed in if; 

The Controverfie con fills chiefly in this .* i . That tlgnor Redi 
will have the Jellow liquor contain’d in the bags of the Teeth- 
gum of Vipers to be the only and true feat of their Venom. 
2. That this liquor is indeed not Venomous being taken at the 
mouth, but only when Ice into a woundmade either hy the live 
An'tna!, or even by a dead ones teeth, thruft into ones flefii after 
it is dead. 3. That the lame juice drawn from a dead Viper, as 
?>'ell as from a live one, is a'waits venomous, if it pals into a 
wound and mingle with the blond of the wounded Animal, whe¬ 
ther it be liquid,or dried to powder. 4. That it kills gene: ally 
all fortsof Animals being wenmded, and receiving of ties liquor 
into the wound Whereas M. ChawMTtrts, 1. T hat the Venom 
of Vipers ison'y in the enraged Spirits. 2. That the jd'ow li¬ 
quor, as well of a live and even a much a-rgred Viper, as of a 
dead one, hath no Venom at a’l in it, .neither in the biting, nor 
when taken inwardly, nor let into a wound and mixt with the 
blond, nor any other way ; and eonlcquently that: it kills and 
infects no kinds of Animals, but is a pure and very innocent 
Sa/h’it. 

To makegood thefe aTcrtions, M. Chain a affirms to have made 
new Experiments, in the ptclence of two or three hundred per- 
fons,Phyficians and others,capab!e to Ji:dge,and of great veracity; 
and to have found abundant catife to adhere to the refult, he had 
made from his former try a Is, z-iz.. That never any one Animal of 
all thole, he wounded, died of the jd'ow liquor let into the 
wounds, though drawn hot from the hags ol the gums of Vipers 
much enraged. Thefe Experiments are at length deferibed in his 
Book. 

if it be faid in favour of Signor Red/, That the diverfity of 
Climats, or of food alfo, may change the nature of Vipers, and 
catife that manifelt difference between the Experiments; M. Cha- 
Yits anfwers,that it cannot be,That the nature of the Jellow liquor, 
and that of the Spirits fliould be fo quite changed; becaufe, that 
in France the lame marksare found in the Jellow liquor with thole 
deferibed of Italy, and that the French Vipers do , without an 
intervention of the laid liquor, kill as readily, as thofe of Italy 
can do- And he adds, that he hath verified it by very many 
Experiment s, That all the Vipers of France, though taken in very 

different 
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different places, and thofe often diftant from one another above 
an hundred and twenty Leagues, do ail kill equally. 

And, as to the bilious expirations of Vipers, which may inter¬ 
vene with the Jellow liquor and render it venomous, he faith, That 
that is nothing but the angred Spirits under a difguife. 

Now touching the enraged Spirits of Vipers, our Author, 
though he calls them Spiritual, or not Material, and makcrh their 
Venom not vifible nor palpable, yet certainly he wall be tinder' 
flood to fpeakfain comparifon to the Jellow liquor, which is a 
‘vifible body; fo-, Tis beyond all doubt, that thofe irritated Spi¬ 
rits are corpufcles, though not fuch as may be feen and hand ed 
like the faid liquor, nor fuchas you may afiign a particularplace 
to in the body of the Viper, .where they lodge; though it may be 
faid, that, being raifed and fevered either f.om the mafs of the 
bloud, or. rather from the whole habit of the body, theyrende- 
vouze in the head, beingflirred up by the concuilion and great 
commotion, which the Viper feels in her who'ebody w hen vexed; 
whereupon follows an ■ eagernefs of being revenged far the ill 
done them, and then a quick and fiery adion of the Spirits thus 
enraged. Nor can he mean, that thefe Spirits have neither place 
nor ex tendon; for,, how could they part from the Viper without 
having been in her body; and,how could they enter into the body 
of the Animal bitten without-being there. 

Further, to i'luftrate hisnotion of-the Idea of the Viper for 
Revenge, healledgeth the imagination of terrourby a Toad im- 
prefled intriFerret, .which having feen and been feen by that ugly 
Animal at a certain feafon of tire year, and thatalwaies in Summer, 
cannot avoid running round about it, crying out aloud as if it 
call’d for fuccour, whilft the Toad remains unmov’d with its 
throat open, and being at length, by that imagination, forced to 
furrender it felf into that throat; as he affirms to have feen him- 
felf, and .to have even kill’d the Toad at that very inflant, and fo 
faved the which ran away .He alledgeth likewifea Mad Dog 

who can communicate his malignity to all forts of Anhna’s, none 
excepted: And why not then Vipers, conveigh their angry Spi¬ 
rits int^ fuch Animals as they meet with, and by them kill thofe 
they have bitten ? Which, hefaith, they execute by the pertm ba¬ 
llon and corruption, they introduce in the whole mafs of bloud, 
forafmueh as they obftrudbthe circulation and communication of 
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the natural Spirits through the body. He adds the example of 
Men, capable to caufe a grangrene and death it felf by biting in 
cboler ; whereas no fuch accident comes to pafs, when they chance 
to bite one without cholcr. He concludeth this difcourfe with 
the fting of a Tarantula, which he conceiveth to be accompanied 
with an imagination, fo ftrongly itnprefied in perfons that are 
flung by it, as that their Spirits are perverted, and made conform 
to the agitating nature of the fame, and conftrained at certain 
times by certain tunes to dance, and to return to fuch motions 
every year. To confirm which, he relateth an example of a Ne&- 
po/ftetfSouldier, who, he faith, bath been thefe four years in the 
French Infantry, and is frill in the Royal Regiment of Rmf/iHon, 
Ihis perfon never failed to feel every year at a determinate time 
(viz. about the 2yth. of July") the effects of that Ring, which he 
had received before he came into France. And when the Idea’s 
of the fling were found exalted to a degree capable to produce 
tr.eireffects, he began to dance, and would hear w ithout interrup¬ 
tion the Violins, which the Officers of that Regiment caviled to be 
play’d for him out of charity; to which heanfwer’d continually, 
keeping his time very well, without being tired, during three 
daies, eating and drinking without interrupting his dances, and 
being very impatient at any difcontinuance of the play of the 
Violins. But on the fourth day his eagernefs to dance abated, 
whenheremembredalihehaddone/andknewall that were about 
him after which time, he palled the reft of the year without any 
inclination to dance. This Souldier, he faith, to have been feen 
thus to dance every year by thoufands of people, and particularly 
in the Camp Royal J. 1670, where the King himfelf, and the whole 
Court faw him. 

Laftly, M. Charas efteems, that Signor Redi would do well, if, 
for the fans faction of the Publick, without ftanding up any lon¬ 
ger for the venomoufnefs of the Jellow juice, which he thinks hath 
been fo rationally contefted with him , he would take the pains to 
look after feme other thing, that might be common to the Vipers 
of France and Italy, and that might have the fame difpofition of 
matter, the fame power of a&ing nimbly,and deferve to be equally 
declared to be the true feat of their Venom ; that fo Signor Redi 
might as validly exclude from it the enraged Spirits , as he (M. 
Charts') now does the Jellow liquor: But if he can find none fuch, 

our 
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our Author thinks, lie can have no ground to maintain his opinion, 
or contend again# that of the vexed Spirits any longer. 

III. 7 he ClllRURGiCAL and A ATATOMICAL 
Works of Paul Barbette M. D. Practitioner at Atnffcrdam; 
together with a Trc.it/fe ef the 1 > L A G U P. T'ngl/jJjd out 
f Low-Dutch. London 1672. in S°. 

skilful and diligent Author of this Book feenis to have 

J|_ fet down therein that Practice, which Rcafon and Experi¬ 
ence, after a careful reading of the belt Authors, and an exaft 
Obfervation of leveral Operations, had taught him to be the 
fafelt, convenientcft, and moft ealie. This he hath done in a few 
Chapters, rather inlerting in fhort his Obfervations in the very 
deferiptions of the D/fcafes, than to wafte die Readers time with 
a prolix Dilcourfe; to the end he might not repeat in fartiadar 
Diicaies, what he had fir# fet down in generals. 

Tumors, H ounds, and Ulcers, which neither in Caufe nor Cure 
differ, he hath reduced under one head; contrary to what mod 
Writers uic to do, who only from the difference of the Tart and 
Member affected difference the Difeafes, which afferwards,giviug, 
them new names, they multiply without any the; and fo they 
render that Art, which is difficult enough of it filff much more 
difficult. 

Thofc Medicaments, which he hath delivered in this Book, 
though they be tew in number, yet are by fome able Judges e- 
iicem'd of great venue.j which the Author affirms to have found 
out by vaft pains and no final 1 charges,and for the fafety of which 
lie alledgeth the confirmation of daily pradice. 

And becauie Anatomy is the main foundation of Cbirurgery , the 
Author hath thought good to annex fo much of it, as may be 
neceffiary for the Art; of ail which he fliews the Hies of it in the 
fame. 

He fulijoyns alfo a final 1 Treatife of the JPlague-, difeourfing 
ef itsCaufes,Symptoms, Obfervations, and Cute; and illuftra¬ 
ting all with divers feled Practical Obfervations. 

’ 1 .w bnVY vk.'.y h’ir.h'i 
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IV. The TAJidER ICdAi JP HYSITIA N, or a Treatife 
of Roots, Riant s, Trees, Shrubs , Fruit , Herbs, Sac. growing 
in the Englifh plantations in America: whereunto is an - 
nexeda Difcourfe of the Cacao-nut-Tree, and the ufeof 
its Fruit. By W. Hughes. London i672. in 12°. 

'T* Hough the Author of this Trad doonlypromife in the Tide 
*• of it to give an Account therein of the Vegetables growing 
in the Englijb Plantations of ^America ; ( which is of good ufe, 
forafmueh as it may make a part of the Univerfal Hiftory of Na¬ 
ture, now mot’e than ever laboured after by the generous Philo- 
f>phers of this Age-,) yet he indeed performs more: fmce he 
prefentshis Readers with feveral particulars, that are without 
the Sphere of the Vegetable Kingdom; fuch as are the White-Coral - 
Rocks , to be found upon the Coaft of Jamaica, as well as in other 
parts of America.; the Sea-Jlar-F:ffj ; the Jllegator; the eafy way 
of making good Salt in Jamaica: For the particulars of allwhich, 
we refer to the Book it felf. 


ER RAT A in Numb. 8 2. 


Page4o$r. line 17. read, 1044, inftead of, are 144. Ibid.l.34. 
r. and the other two, inftead of, 30 of them. 
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